TROWBRIDGE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report 

ms 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  TOWN. 


Area 

Population 

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April,  1945) 
Sum  Represented  by  Penny  Rate  ... 


2,249  acres 
13,870 
£92,065 
£384 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  TOWN. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  town  had  settled  down  to  its 
almost  normal  population.  A  small  proportion  of  evacuees  had 
decided  to  remain,  and  the  workers  from  certain  factories,  trans¬ 
ferred  from  another  district,  were  still  employed  and  were  living 
in  the  town. 

Jr' 

The  housing  problem,  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the  country, 
was  offering  the  greatest  difficulty  in  solving.  Several  houses, 
scheduled  for  demolition,  had  been  in  occupation,  and  six  years 
added  on  to  the  previous  age,  had  not  improved  the  conditions 
of  the  persons  living  in  them. 

All  the  works  in  the  town — cloth  mills,  engineering  shops, 
brewery,  and  aeroplane  factories — were  still  working  to  capacity, 
and  unemployment  was  negligible.  Many  of  the  workers  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  town  during  the  war  were  still  in  residence. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Live  Births —  ... 

124 

Ill 

235 

Legitimate 

114 

88 

202 

Illegitimate 

10 

23 

35 

Stiee  Births —  ... 

2 

2 

4 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  yr. — 

2 

6 

8 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

0 

4 

4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  2  yrs. 
from  Diarrhoea,  Enteritis,  etc. 

0 

1 

1 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

72 

100 

172 

BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES. 

Live  Birth  Rate —  Compare  : 

16.22  per  1000  population.  England  and  Wales,  16.1 

Still  Birth  Rate — 

.28  per  1000  population.  do.  .46 

Death  Rate  under  1  year — 

34.0  per  1000  live  births.  do.  46.0 

Death  Rate  under  2  years  from  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis — 

4.2  per  1000  live  births.  do.  5.6 

Death  Rate,  all  causes — 

12.4  per  1000  population.  do.  11.4 


ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS  FROM  ALE  CAUSES. 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

M. 

0 

F. 

0 

Total. 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

3 

6 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  diseases 

0 

1 

1 

Influenza 

1 

0 

1 

Measles  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Ac.  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

Ac.  Inf.  Encephalitis  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer  of  Mouth,  Oesophagus  (M.), 
Uterus  (F.)  ... 

and 

3 

0 

3 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

2 

5 

Cancer  of  Breast 

0 

2 

2 

Cancer — all  other  sites 

6 

5 

11 

Diabetes 

0 

3 

3 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

10 

12 

22 

Heart  Disease  ... 

21 

24 

45 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

3 

5 

8 

Bronchitis 

7 

10 

17 

Pneumonia 

2 

4 

6 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

0 

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

0 

1 

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

0 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis 

0 

1 

1 

Puerperal  and  Post- Abortive  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

0 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

1 

6) 

3 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injuries, 
Infantile  Diseases 

and 

0 

1 

1 

Suicide  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Violent  Causes  ... 

0 

2 

2 

All  other  Causes 

8 

17 

25 

Totai. 

72 

100 

172 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

1.  — (a)  One  part-time  Medical  Officer,  who  is  Medical  Officer 
for  Bradford-on-Avon  Urban  District,  Bradford  and  Melksham 
Rural  District  (jointly  with  Dr.  Spence,  Melksham),  and  also  an 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 

(b)  Two  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

2.  — (a)  Laboratory  Facilities  :  No  change.  The  County 
Pathologist,  vSalisbury  Infirmary,  and  Messrs.  Waterfall  and 
O'Brien,  Bristol. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities — 

(1)  Town  Ambulance. 

(2)  Hospital  Car  Pool  ;  Miss  Bond,  Court  House,  local 

organiser. 

(3)  Car  Pool,  County  Council. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home — 

(1)  One  Midwife. 

(2)  One  General  District  Nurse. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

The  Wilts  County  Council  Clinic,  The  Halve,  Trowbridge,  is 
in  full  use.  The  regular  clinics  of  general  use  to  the  town  are  : — 

Child  Welfare  Clinic  :  Every  Tuesday,  2  p.m. 

Minor  ailments.  School  children  :  Every  Tuesday,  10.30  a. in. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  :  Fourth  Thursday,  10  a.m. 


Specialist  Clinics  for  all  cases  for  which  the  County  Council 
have  responsibility  are  held  regularly  ;  attendance  is  by  invita¬ 
tion  only,  for  the  following  ; — Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  Eye,  Heart, 
Dental,  Radium  (follow-up).  Orthopaedic. 

Reference  by  own  Doctor  and  invitation  ;  Tuberculosis. 

Without  invitation  or  reference  ;  Venereal  Disease  Clinics. 

(e)  Hospital  Accommodation  and  Maternity  Homes. 

(1)  The  Trowbridge  and  District  Hospital,  with  13  Mater¬ 

nity  beds. 

(2)  The  Trowbridge  and  District  Isolation  Hospital,  now 
serving  a  greatly  increased  area,  from  Melksham  to 
the  south-west  of  the  Warminster  and  Westbury 
Rural  District. 

(3)  Private  Maternity  Home. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


1.  The  supply  of  water  has  been  maintained  satisfactorily, 
both  as  regards  purity  and  quantity. 


2.  The  water  is  not  treated  in  any  way. 

3.  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  analyses  are  carried  out 
regularly. 


4.  The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

5.  Action  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination — 

(a)  Inspection  of  all  new  pipe  work  and  fittings  before 

making  connection  to  mains  ; 

(b)  Chlorination  of  new  mains. 


6.  Population  supplied — 

(a)  Direct  to  the  house,  13,358. 

(b)  By  stand-pipes,  600. 

Typical  examples  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses 
are  here  given  : — 

BACTERIOI.OGICAI.  EXAMINATION,  12th  March,  1945. 
Colonies  on  Agar  at  20°  C.  ...  24  per  ml. 

do.  37°  C.  ...  3  „ 

Organisms  of  the  Coli  aerogenes  group,  absent  from  100  ml. 

Chemical,  12th  March,  1945. 

Appearance  :  Clear  and  colourless. 

Reaction  ;  PH  7.1. 


Parts  per  100,000 


Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Chlorine 
Equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride 
Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hrs.) 
Nitrite  ... 

Nitrates  (Nitrogen  as) 

Total  Solids 
Loss  on  ignition 
Appearance  on  ignition 
Hardness  :  Temporary 
Permanent 


Less  than  .001 
.003 
1.35 
2.2 
0.016 
Absent 
0.43 

...  37.5 

4.0 

...  No  charring 

...  25.7 

1.7 


Total 

Lead  and  Copper 


27.4 

Absent 


HOUSING. 


By  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council’s  immediate  and  future 
plans  were  well  in  hand  : — 

1.  Temporary  Houses. — The  whole  of  the  site  works  for 
the  50  pre-fabricated  houses  were  completed,  and  the  houses 
themselves  were  expected  shortEo 


2.  Permanent  Houses. — (a)  The  lay-out  for  the  complete 
continuation  of  the  Shails  Pane  Estate  was  agreed  upon,  Mr. 
Terence  Snailum  being  the  consultant  architect.  It  was  pro¬ 
posed  to  start  the  first  48  houses  at  an  early  date. 

(b)  The  Council  were  negociating  for  a  large  site  on  the 
western  approaches  of  the  town,  which  it  is  intended  to  use 
as  an  extensive  housing  estate. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Acute 

Polio¬ 

myelitis. 

Pneu¬ 

monia. 

Age  Groups. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Age  Groups. 

M.  F. 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

7 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

6 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0  0 

5 

3 

4 

8 

9 

0 

0 

5 

0  0 

10 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

15 

1  1 

15 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45 

1  0 

25  &  over 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

65 

0  0 

Age  un¬ 
known 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Age  un¬ 
known 

0  0 

Totat  . . . 

3 

7 

21 

21 

1 

0 

2  1 

Both  the  Scarlet  Fever  and  Measles  types  were  reasonably 
mild,  few  complications  and  no  deaths  resulting  from  the  cases. 


DIPHTHERIA  PREVENTION. 

The  Immunisation  campaign  continued  to  be  carried  out  by 
the  County  Council  throughout  the  year.  Many  parents  are 
anxious  for  their  children  to  be  protected,  but  there  are  still 
quite  a  large  number  who  cannot  appreciate  the  safeguarding 
offered.  However,  it  is  obvious  that  it  is  penetrating  the  con¬ 
sciousness  of  most  mothers  that  the  children  suffer  little  from 
the  act  of  immunisation,  and  that  the  younger  the  child  the  less 
the  reaction. 

In  future,  immunisation  sessions  will  be  held  regularly  at 
the  Trowbridge  Clinic  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth  Thursday  in 
each  month.  It  is  hoped  by  this  means  to  make  it  easier  for 
the  mothers  of  young  children  to  attend  without  special  invita¬ 
tion. 

A  table  showing  the  proportion  of  children  already  treated 
is  given  below  through  the  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 


Immunisation  in  Reuation  to  Chiud  Poputation. 


Number  of  Children  who  had  completed  a  full  course  of  Immunisation 
at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1945. 


Age  at  31  /12/45, 
i.e.,  Born  in  Year 

Under 

1 

1945 

1 

1944 

2 

1943 

3 

1942 

4 

1941 

5  to 

9 

1936- 

1940 

10  to 
14 

1931- 

1935 

Total 

under 

15 

Number 

Immunised  . . . 

— 

121 

133 

142 

132 

731 

806 

2065 

Estimated  mid¬ 
year  popula¬ 
tion,  1945 

1060 

1930 

2990 

JEAN  MURRAY,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


